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The Sikka Festival, held undenr the patronage of Her Highness Sheikha
Latifa bint Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Chairperson of the Dubai
Culture and Arts Authonrity, is one of the key components of Dubai's
creative scene and falls under the umbrella of the Dubai Art Season. The
festival aims to provide an innovative platform that brings together
various art forms while celebrating Emirati and UAE & GCC-based
emenrging talent, antists and desighers. Through this festival, Dubai
Culture seeks to strengthen Dubai’s cultural and creative industries and
cheate a sustainable, suppontive ecosystem that enriches the local art
scene. This reflects Dubai’'s cultural vision of being a global centre for
culture, an incubator for creativity, and a thriving hub for talent.

The 15th edition of the festival will take place January 2027 in Al Shindagha
Historic Neighbourhood and Al Fahidi Historical Neighbourhood undenr
the theme The Return, which draws inspiration from the idea of returning
to roots, traditions, and identity while breathing new life into places
through memonry, people, and cultural exchange. The festival offers the
public a diverse array of artworks created by Emirati and UAE &
GCC-based artists. It also features various workshops and discussions
across the cultural and creative industries, public art installations, live
performances, homegrown F&B concepts and other activities, all set in an
inspiring atmosphere that showcases Dubai's creative capabilities.
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Who can apply to Sikka?

Sikka is open to emenrging and established participants from
the UAE's creative community, including artists, designhers,
curators, performers, musicians, workshop facilitators,
retailers, F&B vendors, and cultural or creative entities.
Applications are welcomed from individuals and collectives
whose work or offerings align with the festival's vision and
contribute to its cultural programme.
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What types of arts are celebrated at the festival?

The festival celebrates a range of artistic disciplines,

including visual arts, music, design, and multidisciplinanry

creative practices. It also presents an engaging

programme of activities, offering visitors unique cultural
and entertainment experiences throughout.
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What is the festival location?

Sikka 2027 will take place across Al Shindagha
Historic Neighbourhood and Al Fahidi Historical
Neighbourhood in Dubai.
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Sikka invites both emerging and established artists from all
disciplines to present their work within the festival's heritage
setting. Whether through painting, sculpture, photography,
installation, culinary arts, or mixed media, participating anrtists
can become part of a curated programme celebrating creativity
and cultural exchange. Proposals should respond to the festival
theme and create a dialogue between artwork, site, and
audience. Selected antists receive dedicated exhibition spaces
across Sikka festival sites, with the opportunity to connect
directly with audiences, fellow creatives, and industry
professionals. Sikka is especially committed to supponrting
Emirati and UAE-based talent, providing a platform that connects

local practices to a global creative context.
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Applications are open to emerging and established antists.

Applicants must:

= Be 18 years of age or older at the time of application.

Be UAE-based or able to be present during the installation and

festival period if based internationally.

Submit original artwork concepts with visual references

and/or portfolio material.

Submit existing, exhibition-ready artwonrks or proposals for

Nnew wonrks.

Be able to produce or coordinate production of the artwonrk

if proposing a new work.

Ensure all works align with UAE cultural values and regulations.
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All submissions will be reviewed by the festival’'s curatorial

team and selection committee.

Proposals will be evaluated based on:

= Artistic Quality and Originality: Strength and uniqueness
of the anrtistic concept.

= Concept & Site Relevance: How the proposed artwonrk
responds to the theme and location of Sikka.

= Audience Engagement: The potential of the artwork to
engage visitonrs.

= Feasibility: Realistic production plan, installation
requirements, and timeline.

= Contribution to Programme Diversity: How the wonrk
broadens the range of anrtistic practices within the festival.

= Cultural Alignment: All works must be in line with UAE

cultural values and regulations.
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Exhibition opportunity: A dedicated space to display
their artwork within the festival.

Production supponrt: Subject to approval, selected
projects may receive a production budget to supponrt
technical and fabrication costs.

Festival exposure: Inclusion in festival marketing, digital
platforms, and press communications.

Netwonrking opportunities: Access to curators, anrtists,

and cultural institutions participating in the festival.
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Can | submit existing work, or do | need to
propose a new project?

Both are accepted. Artists may submit existing work onr

propose new projects, provided they outline the concept

and intended outcome. All submissions must respond to
the festival’'s theme.
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What types of work can | submit?

Sikka welcomes a broad range of art practices, including
painting, drawing, sculpture, photography, printmaking,
textile art, installation, and mixed or multimedia work. If
your practice falls outside these categories or is
experimental in nature, you are still encouraged to apply,
provided the work is feasible within the festival context.
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Where will my work be located?

The final placement will be determined by the Sikka festival

team in coonrdination with the selected anrtists. Artists

should be open to adapting their work to suit the specific
requirements and conditions of the allocated space.
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Will | receive a fee for participating?

Anrtists who are selected to panrticipate in Sikka do not receive a fee.

Shac oty of gl s e Jeas L Jo

Sl Aulee JiL S o 1y 5Ll 35 olrgn B8 Pl
iblgo e Jpandly doill diloll dalye s Zliil mcs ydgi iy aby
wlzell @)e

Will | receive any support for producing or
installing my work?

The festival team will provide guidance and logistical

coonrdination throughout the installation process.

Production support may be available, subject to budget
review and approval by the Sikka festival team.
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Can | sell my work at the festival?

Yes, antists can sell their work during the festival. Howevenr, any sale
must be completed after the conclusion of the exhibition period, as
all works must remain on display throughout the festival.
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Could | be included in a curated presentation?

Yes. Beyond individual presentations, selected anrtists may be
invited to participate in a group exhibition developed by the
festival's curatorial team.

58,k asy Wl wighsl Lo

Jollio o ymi cilay pong )59 plisll pulidll ge Jolgdl dw ulzyge 159 Poduw
blaig Jlacdl mlus oWy «asSil Jolazg dsdl aclglly ool oldlbia Jauy
Jolgtl alfUdl dlosll ode JUs Golial o 2898g .ol yall pas ddell Juolgyl
Dzl dajll Joazdl §9gg dwlluw Jasdl yw pady Loy ccnlill wdgll (g Dy

What happens after | am selected?

Selected anrtists will be contacted by the Sikka festival team with a
full briefing covering exhibition requirements, key dates, installation
schedules, artwork delivery logistics, and points of contact. Artists
are expected to be available and responsive throughout this period.
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Sikka invites performers of all kinds to bring the festival to life
through live expression. From musicians and dancenrs to theatre
makers, spoken word anrtists, and performance anrt
practitioners, performers are central to the energy and
atmosphere that makes Sikka a truly immersive cultural
expenrience. Performers are encouraged to propose work that
explores cross-cultural influences and innovative approaches to
their form. Performances may be presented as solo acts, bands,
digital or electronic sets, or interdisciplinary performances that
incorporate poetry, spoken wonrd, or other performative
elements. As a community-centred festival, Sikka values artistic
expression that engages audiences while respecting UAE
cultural values. All submitted works must align with festival
policies and must not contain material that is culturally

insensitive or disrespectful.
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The Performer category is open to solo musicians, bands, DJs,

dancers, performance anrtists, poets, and other performers

wonrking across musical styles and formats.

Applicants must:

= Be 18 yeanrs of age or older at the time of application.

UAE-based or able to be present during the festival period if
based internationally.

Submit original work or performances for which they hold
the appropriate rights or permissions.

Ensure attire and conduct are appropriate for a public
festival and respectful of the cultural values of the UAE.
Ensure all submitted material complies with UAE laws,

cultural values, and festival guidelines.
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All submissions will be reviewed by the festival’'s curatorial
team and selection committee. Proposals will be evaluated

based on the following critenria:

= Antistic Quality and Originality: The strength, creativity, and
unigqueness of the proposed performance.

= Concept and Artistic Vision: How clearly the performance
communicates a compelling anrtistic idea or musical direction.

= Audience Engagement: The potential of the performance to
connect with and engage festival audiences.

= Contribution to Program Diversity: How the proposed
performance contributes to the overall diversity of the
festival's music program in terms of genre, style, and

cultural representation.
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= Performance opportunity: A scheduled slot within the
festival's official programme.

= Technical and production support: Basic stage, sound,
and technical support provided by the festival production
team, subject to approved technical requirements.

= Festival exposure: Inclusion in official marketing, digital
platforms, social media, and press materials.

= Networking opportunities: Access to fellow artists,

curators, and cultural practitioners at the festival.
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What types of performances are suitable for Sikka?

Sikka welcomes a broad spectrum of live performance,
including music, dance, theatre, spoken word, poetry, and
performance art. Proposals that reflect cultural authenticity,
artistic originality, or a meaningful connection to the UAE and
wider region are particularly valued. Performances should be
suitable for the general public in an open festival environment.
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What should my application include?

In addition to a description of your proposed performance and

any technical requirements, applicants are strongly encouraged

to include links to recordings or documentation of previous

performances. This may include videos, audio recordings, press

coverage, or any other materials that give the selection panel a

clear sense of your work. Links should be current, accessible,
and representative of your best and most recent work.
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Can | apply as a solo performer or do | need to
be part of a group?

Both are welcome. Applications are assessed on the

strength of the performance concept and the act's ability

to engage a live festival audience, regardless of size or

format. Groups should submit a single joint application
clearly outlining all members involved.
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Where do performances take place?

Performances are staged across designated spaces
within the festival's sites in Al Shindagha and Al Fahidi.
Specific stage or performance space allocation will be
confirmed by the Sikka festival team based on the nature,
scale, and technical requirements of each act.
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How long are performance slots?

Performance durations will be determined in coordination with
the Sikka programming team based on the festival schedule and
the nature of the act. Applicants should indicate their preferred
or standard set length in their application. The festival may
programme performers for a single performance or across
multiple dates depending on the overall schedule.
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What technical support and equipment is available?

Performers should outline all technical requirements (including

sound, lighting, staging, and any specialist equipment) as part of

their application. Available technical support and infrastructunre

will be confirmed upon selection, and a technical rider process
will follow for acts with more complex requirements.
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Are performers compensated for
their participation?

Yes. Performers should include their expected fees as

part of the application. Final confirmed fees will be

communicated to selected performernrs following review
by the festival team.
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What happens after | am selected?

Selected performers will receive a full briefing covering
performance scheduling, technical coordination, soundcheck
arrangements, and key contacts. Performenrs are expected to
be available and responsive during the coordination period to
confirm all arrangements ahead of the festival.
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Sikka welcomes retailers whose products reflect creativity,

craftsmanship, and cultural relevance to join the festival

marketplace. From independent designhers and artisans to small

creative businesses, the festival offers a unique opponrtunity to
reach a diverse and culturally engaged audience.
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Applications are open to independent retailers,

designers, artisans, and small creative businesses.

Applicants must:
= Offer products that are original, handmade,
or independently designed.
= Hold a valid trade license.
® Be available and fully operational for the duration
of the festival.
= Ensure all products comply with UAE regulations and

are aligned with the cultural values of the festival.
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Submissions are evaluated based on:

= Pproduct originality and quality: The distinctiveness
and craft of the offering.

= Relevance to the festival's identity: Alignment with Sikka's
creative and cultural charactern.

= Marketplace fit: How the offering complements and
diversifies the ovenrall retail programme.

= Ppresentation: The applicant's ability to present their products
in a visually engaging and festival-appropriate manner.

= Local and regional representation: Preference given to
businesses that reflect UAE culture, craft traditions, or

contemponrary regional design.
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= Retail space: A dedicated space within the festival's
manrketplace across Al Shindagha and Al Fahidi.

= Festival exposure: Inclusion in festival marketing,
digital platforms, and programme communications.

= Audience access: Direct engagement with thousands
of culturally engaged festival visitors.

= Networking opponrtunities: Access to fellow creatives,

artists, and industry panrticipants at the festival.
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What types of products are suitable for Sikka?®

Sikka's manrketplace is curated to complement the festival's anrtistic
and cultural identity. Suitable products include handmade onr
artisanal goods, locally or regionally desighed items, art prints and
editions, jewellery, fashion, home and lifestyle objects, and othenr
creative offerings. Mass-produced, generic, or commercially
unrelated products are unlikely to be selected. Applicants are
encouraged to clearly anrticulate what makes their offering
distinctive and relevant to the festival's characten.
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What does a retail space at Sikka look like?

Retail spaces vary in size and configuration depending on availability
and the nature of the offering. Specific space dimensions, layout
options, and setup requirements will be communicated to selected
retailers upon confirmation. Retailers should be prepared to
present their products in a manner that is visually engaging and in
keeping with the aesthetic of the festival environment.
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What are the opening hours?

Opening hours will align with the official festival opening hours.

Sikka is open 4:00 PM - 11:00 PM Monday to Thursday, and 4:00

PM — 12:00 AM Friday to Sunday. Retailers are expected to be

fully operational throughout the festival and to maintain their
space to a consistently high standanrd.
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What happens after | am selected?

Selected retailers will receive a full briefing from the Sikka
team covering space allocation, setup and breakdown
schedules, festival regulations, and key contacts. A
coonrdination process will follow to ensure all logistics are
confirmed in advance of the festival opening.
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Sikka welcomes food and beverage vendors who bring distinctive,

culturally grounded offerings to the festival. The F&B experience is

an integral part of the visitor journey, and the festival seeks

vendors whose menus, presentation, and ethos align with its
cultural identity and setting.

29




é dlal=]] ngg;ﬁ“g uﬁgfm O Liria rﬂLoT ro.gd.fﬁ” L,JLJ a.“&i
oyl dgs

coeddl e b pidag

S ] a8Ls| dy)lw &yl das) e pilols lgisS ol =
Gy ol BT e el s et el e o)

Jolsdlg dailully dsally dalsill gs Gl olblisl sl .
diedl =a

wlalllslles o collsnoselleibg By AHS B e

olzyall 3as Jlgh JolS JSuty axlgilly &0l a

Ton A e RS R 2l bl B e
dum S| gl el diy

Applications are open to food and beverage businesses

openrating within the UAE.

Applicants must:

= Hold a valid trade license and all permits required to
operate as an F&B vendon.

= Comply with Dubai Municipality health, safety, and food
handling regulations.

= Offer a distinctive, high-quality menu that aligns with
the festival’s identity.

“ Be fully operational for the duration of the festival.

= Have the openrational capacity to serve high volumes in

an outdoonr festival environment.

30




e redll o T ey

Selection criteria

:adWl pulell Jle 2l dedall wllb)l @i ew
dadall ©lgpillyg ©dgSU &= 85979 Rl ijrailly 5g=] =
agailgd LuSer (il uagial) aladdl muds 8l blg)Jl =

2143 of dlora wligS e sais gl «yadsl ol Lol bl
Aolg ddbiun digp

Jo il e 8puS olacl 8)lo] e 8,08l bl :ddead] )03l =
Jle 8597 Sgtun e blamll 24

elasinlg dojlll Gous Al Jasy alfdl dalaill Jliedl =

3 daly wlblyus

aolp &g § o=l daolun San iGgudl 2o dacllll =

wlzsall ped wlg pully w3l

Submissions are evaluated based on:

= Quality and distinctiveness: The character and standanrd of
what’s being offered.

= Cultural relevance: Preference given to vendors whose
menus reflect Emirati or regional cuisine, local ingredients, onr
a strong independent identity.

= Openrational capacity: Demonstrated ability to manage high
visitor volumes and maintain consistent quality.

= Regulatory compliance: All applicants must hold valid licenses
and meet Dubai Municipality requirements.

= Marketplace fit: How the offering contributes to a diverse

F&B programme.
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= Vendonr space: A dedicated F&B space within the
festival's sites in Al Shindagha and Al Fahidi.

= Festival exposure: Inclusion in festival marketing, digital
platforms, and programme communications.

= Audience access: Direct engagement with thousands of
festival visitors throughout the festival.

= Logistical coordination: Supponrt from the Sikka team on

space setup, scheduling, and operational requirements.
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Where are the F&B spaces located?

F&B spaces are situated within the festival's sites in Al Shindagha and Al
Fahidi and vary in size and configuration. Allocations are determined by
the Sikka team based on the vendor's operational requirements.
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What are the operating hours?

Openrating hours align with the official festival schedule: 4:00PM -11:00PM

from Monday to Thursday, and 4:00 PM — 12:00 AM from Friday to Sunday.

Vendors are expected to be fully operational for the duration of the
festival and to maintain their space to a consistently high standanrd.
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What happens after | am selected?

Selected vendors will receive a comprehensive briefing covering space

allocation, setup and breakdown logistics, operational guidelines, health

and safety requirements, and key contacts. Vendors are expected to be

responsive during the coordination period to ensure all arrangements
are confirmed ahead of the festival.
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Sikka invites workshop facilitators to lead practical, hands-on
sessions that engage festival visitors in creative, educational, or
skill-building experiences. Facilitators plan and deliver
workshops aligned with the festival's programme, guide group
discussions, and foster a collaborative environment where
participants of all ages and backgrounds can learn and express
themselves. Whethenr rooted in traditional craft, contemporanry
art practice, or design thinking, workshops at Sikka offer
facilitators a dynamic platform to share their expenrtise and

connect with diverse audiences.
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Applications are open to anrtists, designers, creatives, chefs,
educators, business owners, and cultural practitioners,

including individuals, collectives, and creative businesses.

Applicants must:

= Have expenrience teaching or leading workshops.

= Ppopose a clear programme workflow that includes a craft
o hands-on activity.

= Design sessions that are accessible to beginners, unless
otherwise specified.

= Be available to deliver the workshop in person during
the festival dates.

= Ppovide all required materials, or specify them clearly

in the application.

Preference is given to UAE-based creatives and practitioners.

36




e el T ey

Selection criteria

AWl yulell Jle 2lu as)lidl oldlall pudi eiw

ol g e et o] o0 Aol [ e
weladl of gla

e ettalie iy ] e el | il e = it
Guid 3 8jan

Jaila Jam zoyl o gS)lidl (iSai tduwgalll wlzy=ll

830> 8)lge ol «duid dslad gl

IR Sl o Al va di el v etk e e

ezl llbiag slgll &mdly e dsbill dple.sl

Sluwg o)ledg vlzypll wlazy go di)gll vgada @8lgi Saa
el gamll olells auls e 45,089 (Slat

Goil) duslio Loyd s &l Lol aliaddl miad a8 1@l dulal
JECEVCS | Jolgill wlain 2o cusliyy Sgizme Zl of o

Submissions are evaluated based on:

= Product originality and quality: The distinctiveness
and craft of the offering.

= Relevance to the festival's identity: Alignment with Sikka's
creative and cultural charactern.

= Marketplace fit: How the offering complements and
divenrsifies the overall retail programme.

= Ppresentation: The applicant's ability to present their products
in a visually engaging and festival-appropriate manner.

= Local and regional representation: Preference given to
businesses that reflect UAE culture, craft traditions, or

contemporanry regional design.
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= Workshop opponrtunity: a dedicated session slot
within the festival's official programme.

= Space allocation: a desighated activity space within
the festival's henritage sites suited to the workshop's
requirements.

= Logistical supponrt: coordination from the Sikka team
on scheduling, setup, and participant management.

= Festival exposure: inclusion in festival marketing,
digital platforms, and programme communications

= Networking opportunities: access to fellow creatives,

anrtists, and cultural practitioners at the festival.
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What kind of workshops can | propose?

Sikka welcomes a wide range of workshop formats, including

hands-on art-making sessions, craft and design workshops,

creative skill-building activities, and culturally rooted practices.

Workshops should be participatory and accessible to a genenral

audience. Proposals that connect meaningfully to the festival's

theme, the heritage setting, or the cultural identity of the UAE
and region are particularly encouraged.
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Who are the workshops intended for?

Wonrkshops are open to the general public and should be

designed to be inclusive and accessible to panrticipants of

varying ages, backgrounds, and skill levels. Facilitators should

indicate in their application whether their session is suited to a

general mixed audience, families and children, adults, or a
specific interest group.
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How long are the workshop sessions?

Session lengths will be determined in coordination with the

Sikka team based on the nature of the activity and the festival

schedule. Facilitators should indicate their preferred session

duration in the application and specify whether the workshop

is designed to run as a single session or repeated across
mulltiple festival days.
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Will materials and equipment be provided?

Facilitators should outline all materials, tools, and equipment

required as panrt of their application. Details on what the festival

can provide versus what facilitators are expected to bring will
be confirmed upon selection.

40




Jasll yiyg eddl 1)) fsHl aliwdl
Workshop Facilitator FAQs

S sl g plik o

olzyell R8lga § dcjge dbsill danse wlolua s Jesll g plaks
L e I il ol e ST 0 e ]
doasia olpgzs Slg ol olobisdlg (onS)ladl sac clld § by lgildlais

Where will the workshops take place?

Wonrkshops will be held within designated activity spaces

across the festival's sites. Space allocation will be confirmed

by the Sikka team based on the requirements of each

session, including participant numbers, spatial needs, and
any specialist setup.
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What happens after | am selected?

Selected facilitators will receive a full briefing covenring

session scheduling, space allocation, setup logistics, and key

contacts. Facilitators are expected to be available and

responsive during the coordination period to confirm all
details ahead of the festival.
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