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The Sikka Festival, held under the patronage of Her Highness Sheikha
Latifa bint Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Chairperson of the Dubai
Culture and Arts Authority, is one of the key components of Dubai's
creative scene and falls under the umbrella of the Dubai Art Season. The
festival aims to provide an innovative platform that brings together
various art forms while celebrating Emirati and UAE & GCC-based
emenrging talent, artists and desighers. Through this festival, Dubai
Culture seeks to strengthen Dubai’s cultural and creative industries and
create a sustainable, supponrtive ecosystem that enriches the local anrt
scene. This reflects Dubai’s cultural vision of being a global centre for
culture, an incubator for creativity, and a thriving hub for talent.

The 15th edition of the festival will take place January 2027 in Al Shindagha
Historic Neighbourhood and Al Fahidi Historical Neighbourhood undenr
the theme The Return, which draws inspiration from the idea of returning
to roots, traditions, and identity while breathing new life into places
through memornry, people, and cultural exchange. The festival offers the
public a diverse array of artworks created by Emirati and UAE &
GCC-based artists. It also features various workshops and discussions
across the cultural and creative industries, public art installations, live
performances, homegrown F&B concepts and other activities, all setin an
inspiring atmosphenre that showcases Dubai's creative capabilities.
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Who can apply to Sikka?

Sikka is open to emenrging and established panrticipants
from the UAE's creative community, including anrtists,
designers, curators, performenrs, musicians, workshop
facilitators, retailers, F&B vendors, and cultural or
chreative entities. Applications are welcomed from
individuals and collectives whose work or offerings
align with the festival's vision and contribute to its
cultural programme.
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What types of arts are celebrated
at the festival?

The festival celebrates a range of antistic disciplines,

including visual arts, music, design, and multidisciplinary

creative practices. It also presents an engaging programme

of activities, offering visitors unique cultural and entertainment
expenriences throughout.
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What is the festival location?

Sikka 2027 will take place across Al Shindagha
Historic Neighbourhood and Al Fahidi Historical
Neighbourhood in Dubai.
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Sikka welcomes cultural and creative entities, including
organisations, institutions, independent initiatives, and collectives,
to participate in the festival by activating dedicated spaces
and presenting their own programmes. Panrticipating entities
bring an additional layer of depth and diversity to the festival's
offering through exhibitions, workshops, talks, performances,
or multidisciplinary activations. Both UAE-based and international
entities are welcome to apply.
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Applications are open to cultural institutions, creative
organisations, government entities, independent initiatives,
academic institutions, not-for-profit foundations, and commernrcial
entities whose work aligns with the festival's cultural vision.

Applicants must:

= Demonstrate a clear alignment between their work and the
festival's cultural vision.

= Submit a clearly defined activation proposal that outlines
the nature and scope of the programme.

= Have the openrational capacity to plan, install, and run their
activation independently.

= Be available and fully active for the duration of the festival period.

= Ensure all proposed content alighs with UAE cultural values
and regulations.
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Submissions are evaluated based on:

= Cultural and creative merit: The quality, significance, and
relevance of the proposed programme in relation to the
festival's identity.

= Alignment with the festival's theme: How the activation
responds to this edition’s curatorial direction.

= Contribution to programme diversity: How the entity's
presence enriches the overall festival offering.

= Feasibility: The entity's demonstrated capacity to deliver the
proposed activation within the festival's spatial and
logistical framework.

= Audience engagement: The potential of the activation to
engage Sikka's diverse audiences.
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= Activation space: A dedicated space within the festival's
henritage sites suited to the entity's programme.

= | ogistical coordination: Support from the Sikka team on
space allocation, scheduling, and technical requirements.

= Festival exposure: Inclusion in festival marketing, digital
platforms, and press communications.

= Networking opportunities: Access to antists, curators,
institutions, and cultural practitioners panrticipating in
the festival.
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Proposal Submissions

Entities apply by submitting their proposal via email to
|SIKKA@dubaiculture.ae], including:

= A brief profile (hame, type, history, and relevant past programming)

= A clearly defined activation proposal outlining the nature, scope,
and format of the proposed programme

= Supporting visuals for the proposed activation
= Documentation of past work, whenre applicable

= Confirmation of operational capacity to plan, install, and run the
activation independently

Please use the subject line "Sikka 2027 Entity Application — [Entity
Name]" to ensure your submission is properly logged. Applications
are reviewed by the Sikka team against the published selection
criteria, with successful entities notified directly.

Key Dates and Submission Deadlines

Key Dates & Entity Submission Timeline

Milestone Date

Deadline for submission of initial entity proposals. 24 August 2026
Review and selection period. Septembenr 2026
Shontlisted entities notified. 20 Septembenr 2026
Submission of detailed proposed concept. 5 October 2026

Final concepts approved and participating entities confirmed. 19 October 2026

Submission of final programme schedule, participant list,

: : 24 October 2026
and spatial requirements.

Deadline for printed content, including descriptions,

: . : 1 November 2026
biographies, and supponrting texts.

1 Novembenr

Programme development and production period.
31 Decembenr 2026

Installation and venue fit-out commences. 4 Decembenr 2027

Sikka 2027 opens. Januanry 2027
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Who can apply under this categonry?

This categonry is open to cultural institutions, creative organisations,

government entities, independent initiatives, academic institutions,

not-for-profit foundations, and relevant commercial entities. Both

UAE-based and international entities are welcome to apply,

provided their proposed participation contributes meaningfully to
the festival's cultural programme.
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What can an entity present at Sikka?

Entities can activate their allocated space in a number of ways,

from exhibitions and workshops to talks, performances, and

other creative or cultural programmes. Proposals should

outline the nature of the activation and how it contributes to the
festival experience.
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What does an entity space look like at Sikka?®

Spaces are located across the festival's heritage sites in Al

Shindagha and Al Fahidi, the spaces vanry in size and configuration.

Allocation is determined by the Sikka team based on the nature and

scale of the proposed activation. Entities should be prepared to

work within the architectural character and practical constraints of

a heritage environment and are encouraged to consider how their
activation can complement the setting.
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Are there any fees associated with participating?

Participation in Sikka is free of charge. Howevenr, entities are
responsible for covering the costs of their own setup, production,
and any specialist equipment required for their activation.
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What happens after we are selected?

Selected entities will receive a comprehensive briefing from the
Sikka team covenring space allocation, programming timelines, setup
and breakdown logistics, technical requirements, and key contacts.
A dedicated coonrdination process will follow to ensure all aspects of
the activation are planned and confirmed in advance of the festival
opening. Entities are expected to be responsive and available
throughout this period to ensure smooth and timely deliveny.
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